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guarantee such trade in the future. But its members would
still promote and ensure so many state services that they
might still be aptly described in the words used by M. Metin
of earlier New Zealand politicians as "socialistes sans doc-
trines.1'

In virtue of its composition the National party has to
possess a more flexible organization than that of Labour.
Its members are less tolerant of a highly unified structure or
of party regimentation. In the selection of candidates its
leaders are mainly content to leave real power with a com-
mittee in each electorate, although occasionally the electorate
may accept intervention from representative divisional coun-
cils, made up of delegates from the local committees. This
party also has a national conference composed of its members
in Parliament, delegates from the lower units, and repre-
sentatives of women and junior organizations.

4
In their attitudes on foreign policy the political parties
have rarely, except in the late thirties, been in disagreement,
and seldom also in this matter have they engaged in acri-
monious controversy. The cardinal issue of such policy has
been the furtherance of the interests of New Zealand through
intimate collaboration with Great Britain. Neither the
Seddonian Liberals nor the Reform party ever seriously
thought of acting out of harmony with the policy of West-
minster, and their loyalty is explained by basic facts previ-
ously emphasized and significant to the present: the country
is small, its population is dominantly British, it is isolated in
the Pacific and hence vulnerable, and to Great Britain it is
riveted by strong economic bonds. The policy of borrowing
in London for public works, begun aggressively by Vogel in
the seventies, early bound the New Zealand economy to that
of the motherland. Trade followed loans. In no year
between 1900 and 1939 did the value of the country's exports
to Britain fall below 70 per cent of its total export trade, and
thither it sent the bulk of its exportable butter, cheese, and